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Introduction

Ireland is an amazing country. Many years ago it attracted me with its originality, unusual history and culture. And I’ve decided to do a research work about this special, mysterious country.
All people have different associations when they hear about Ireland. Some people imagine Irish people who sit in a small pub, others - amazing Irish nature, but when I hear about it, I imagine the characters of old Irish legends, which are retold by Irish people from generation to generation for hundreds years.  But now few people know these stories and only native Irish people believe in little leprechauns, witches and ghosts.
In my work I want to remove the veil of secrecy hanging over the Irish myths, to tell people about them and to find out more myself. I'll speak about the most famous and interesting representatives of the Irish legends that have interested me and I will learn whether they are known or not and how popular they are in Russia.
The aim of the research is to collect available information about Irish ghosts, generalize and systematize it.
In order to fulfill the goal of the research the following steps should be completed:

· Read the information on this topic in the literature (both in English and in Russian) and in the Internet;
· Learn about the characters of the legends;
· Systematize all the information.
· Compare with folk heroes of Russian fairy tales.
In my work I use the following methods:

· Searching for information (studying literature).

· Social research (in literature).

· Analysis of information.
· Comparison.
The  hypothesis of this paper is:

I suppose I can find similarities between the Irish and Russian folk heroes.
The Leprechaun
The leprechaun is most widely known for keeping a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. He is male and stands about 3 feet high. He is a somewhat naughty creature, he’s tricky and cunning.

 It is said that every Leprechaun has a pot of gold, hidden deep in the Irish countryside. To protect it the Irish fairies gave them magical powers to use if ever captured by a human or an animal. Such magic an Irish leprechaun would perform to escape capture would be to grant three wishes or to vanish into thin air!

Most people don’t know that he is the most industrious of all the Irish fairies. The Leprechauns spend all their time busily making shoes. He is the shoemaker of the fairies. He is a solitary figure that can be heard in bush throughout Ireland with a “tic-tac, tic-tac” sound while cobbling shoes. If you are lucky enough to come upon this sound be on the look out for him. One of his gifts is that he knows where all hidden treasure is in Ireland. Not necessarily at the end of the rainbow. If you can catch him he might tell you where some treasure is hidden. But beware. He is a tricky little fellow.
Leprechaun has a beard with no mustache. He is very smartly dressed in small suites with waist coats, hats and buckled shoes. The leprechaun's jacket has seven rows of buttons with seven buttons to each row. This is the modern description of a leprechaun. 

This dress could vary by a region, however. There were differences between leprechauns from different regions.

· The Northern Leprechaun wore a "military red coat and white breeches, with a broad-brimmed, high, pointed hat, on which he would sometimes stand upside down".

· The Lurigadawne of Tipperary wore an "antique slashed jacket of red, with peaks all round and a jockey cap, also sporting a sword, which he uses as a magic wand".

· The Luricawne of Kerry was a "fat, pursy little fellow whose jolly round face rivals in redness the cut-a-way jacket he wears, that always has seven rows of seven buttons in each row".

· The Cluricawne of Monaghan wore "a swallow-tailed evening coat of red with green vest, white breeches, black stockings," shiny shoes, and a "long cone hat without a brim," sometimes used as a weapon.
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Banshee
"Who sits upon the heath forlorn,
With robe so free and tresses torn?
Anon she pours a harrowing strain,
And then she sits all mute again!
Now peals the wild funeral cry
And now... it sinks into a sigh."
The Banshee of Ireland is the most widely known Irish fairy in the world, the second only to the Leprechaun. There are a lot of legends about her. According to the legends, the Banshee floats through the forests of Ireland in the dead of night, weeping and keening (an Irish word used to describe the wailing that women used to do over the body of a deceased person to ward off evil spirits). 
Banshee’s scream sounds are like a thin, screeching sound somewhere between the wail of a woman and the moan of an owl. Banshee’s wail can be so piercing that it shatters glass.
It is believed that the myth of the Banshee developed due to the Irish tradition of the lament; women would sing a lament for the dead at funerals and for some in the village, this song would carry through the air and become the first signal that someone had died.

These funeral singers were known as “keeners”. From the natural honoring of the dead, the legends of the Banshee began…

The first is that she is a ghost of a young woman who was brutally killed and died so horribly that her spirit is left to wander the world watching her family and loved ones warning them when a violent death is imminent.

This particular type of Banshee appears as an old woman in rags with dirty grey hair, long fingernails and sharp pointed rotten teeth. Her eyes are blood red and filled with so much hatred and sorrow that to look into them will cause instant death. The Banshee’s mouth is always open as she emits a long and painful scream to torture the souls of the living.

According to the legend there are a few Banshees that relish in taking a life and will stalk their victim yelling and screaming at them to the point that the victim goes mad or die. It has been told that the Banshee has ripped many a brave man to death with her bare hands.

But in Ireland they have a much less gory view of the Banshee. She does attach herself to families usually with an O or a Mc in the surname because Banshee accompanies only true Irish families, and she does indeed foretell a death in the family.

The Banshee doesn't bring death but warns that death is near and this gives the family a chance to prepare because it is not necessarily a violent death.

The Banshee may sometimes only be heard keening, but when the Banshee decides to appear she may take the form of the following:

· An old woman dressed in black with long grey hair and covering her face with a veil.

· An old woman with long white hair, red eyes and dressed in a green dress.

· A deathly pale woman with long red hair dressed in a white dress sometimes a shroud.

· A beautiful woman wearing a shroud.

· A beautiful woman with silver-white hair wearing a long shimmering silver dress.

· A headless woman naked from the waist up and carrying a bowl of blood.
· She may also appear in a variety of other forms, such as that of a Hooded Crow, stoat, hare and weasel - animals associated in Ireland with witchcraft.

Of course no one wishes a visit from a Banshee no matter how alluring she is but she does serve a purpose to the family by letting them know that they should start making preparations for a traditional funeral.
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Stingy Jack
Stingy Jack was a miserable, old drunk who loved playing tricks on anyone and everyone. One dark, Halloween night, Jack ran into the Devil himself in a local public house. Jack tricked the Devil by offering his soul in exchange for one last drink. The Devil quickly turned himself into a sixpence to pay the bartender, but Jack immediately snatched the coin and deposited it into his pocket, next to a silver cross that he was carrying. Thus, the Devil could not change himself back and Jack refused to allow the Devil to go free until the Devil had promised not to claim Jack's soul for ten years.

The Devil agreed, and ten years later Jack again came across the Devil while out walking on a country road. The Devil tried collecting what he was due, but Jack thinking quickly, said, "I'll go, but before I do, will you get me an apple from that tree?"

The Devil, thinking he had nothing to lose, jumped up into the tree to retrieve an apple. As soon as he did, Jack placed crosses all around the trunk of the tree, thus trapping the Devil once again. This time, Jack made the Devil promise that he would not take his soul when he finally died. Seeing no way around his predicament, the Devil grudgingly agreed.

When Stingy Jack eventually passed away several years later, he went to the Gates of Heaven, but was refused entrance because of his life of drinking and because he had been so tight-fisted and deceitful. So, Jack then went down to Hell to see the Devil and find out whether it were possible to gain entrance into the depths of Hell, but the Devil kept the promise that had been made to Jack years earlier, and would not let him enter.

"But where can I go?" asked Jack.

"Back to where you came from!" replied the Devil.

The way back was windy and very dark. Stingy Jack pleaded with the Devil to at least provide him with a light to help find his way. The Devil, as a final gesture, tossed Jack an ember straight from the fires of Hell. Jack placed the ember in a hollowed-out turnip...one of Jack's favorite foods which he always carried around with him whenever he could steal one. From that day forward, Stingy Jack has been doomed to roam the earth without a resting place and with only his lit turnip to light the way in the [image: image12.jpg]


darkness.
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Irish and Slavic mythology

In my work, it seemed to me important to find similar features of characters of Irish mythology and Slavic mythology. I have read a lot about the characters of the Slavic legends and epics and I’ve found out that there are no exact analogies among Irish and Slavic heroes. But still some similarities can be found.
For example, the Irish Banshee recalls the character of Russian mythology Bolotnitsa. Although they have many differences, they still have a few common features. For example, it’s unusual crying or screaming. But Bolotnitsa attracts travelers with her weeping, and Banshee repels people.
The appearance of Bolotnitsa, as well as the appearance of the Banshee in the legends is described ambiguously. In some places Bolotnitsa was regarded as a terrible demonic being with black shaggy hair, crooked teeth and sometimes with a tail, horns, claws and hooves. Others believed that Bolotnitsa is very beautiful. She was described as a young girl with green or blue eyes, black, blond or green hair with flowers. This is the similarity of Bolotnitsa and Banshee.
Banshee[image: image15.jpg]









Bolotnitsa
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Also I managed to find similar features between Irish Leprechauns with little Boroviks, assistants of Borovik. Probably their most similar feature is their size. Leprechauns and Boroviks are small and resemble gnomes.
The Leprechauns and Boroviks have their own wealth. But they are different. Leprechauns possess infinite gold stocks, which were hunted by all creatures for many centuries. Boroviks have other wealth. Their treasure is the forest richness: mushrooms, flower and trees.
Also Leprechauns and Boroviks sometimes come in contact with humans. 
Leprechaun




Borovik
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Stingy Jack is probably one of the most extraordinary characters of Irish epic. And at first it was not easy to find a hero like him. However, I managed to find some similarities with the character of a Russian folk tale "Neumoyka." Although their appearances are different, and so are their stories, they still have one thing in common. Both Stingy Jack and Neumoyka made ​​a pact with the forces of darkness and both cheated them. But the difference between them is that Neumoyka came off clear, but Jack got in trouble. That is their hallmark.
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Neumoyka
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Practical part
In my work, I also decided to find out if the heroes of Irish legends are known in Russia.  I have interviewed 50 people of different age and professions.

According to the interview the most common Irish ghosts in Russia are leprechauns. 30% of interviewed people could even say a bit about them, 20% have ever heard of them, and 50% have never heard of the Leprechauns. 
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Banshee takes the second place. 64% of interviewed people have never heard about her bloodcurdling scream, 20% have heard about her and 16% can say a few words about Banshee.

[image: image2.emf]16%

20%

64%

Сan comment

Heard

Never heard


The least famous is Stingy Jack. 68% have never heard about him, 12% of interviewed can tell me a little bit about Stingy Jack and 20% have heard this name.
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The results of my interview do not surprise me much. It turned out that few people have heard of them and only few can leave a comment. Even the most well-known Irish spirits are little-known in Russia. Nowadays people have little interest both in their own mythology and in the mythology of other countries, so my work can tell us a bit about Irish mythology for people who do not have any idea about it.

Conclusion
I think that I have fulfilled all my objectives. While writing my work, I read a lot of interesting Irish legends. I acquainted with many unusual characters that surprised me with their stories. I plunged into the extraordinary world of Irish culture; I read many articles and books on this topic and learned a lot of useful and interesting things.

When I studied the legends, I learned about many Irish ghosts that are believed in by real Irish. I sorted out which of them people should be scared of and which of them people would like to meet. All these characters are very different, but each has his or her own unusual and magical story.
I found many similarities between the Irish and Russian characters of legends.

I made an interview and found out that Irish legends are not very common in Russia.

Undoubtedly, the Irish myths and legends can be called the most unusual and fascinating. I have not regretted that I’ve chosen this topic and begun this work, because without it, I would not probably learn the beauty of Irish culture!
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